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CITY OF STUART 

ORDINANCE 26-02C 

ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 

STUART, IOWA, BY ADDING CHAPTER 126 REGARDING SPECIAL EVENTS AND 

PUBLIC SAFETY REQUIREMENTS 

 

BE IT ENACTED by the City Council of the City of Stuart, Iowa: 

 SECTION 1. PURPOSE. 

The purpose of this ordinance is to protect the public health, safety, and welfare by establishing 

reasonable regulations for special events that may require additional law enforcement, fire 

protection, emergency medical services, traffic control, and related public safety resources 

beyond normal staffing levels. 

 

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS. 

For the purposes of this Chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 

1. “Special Event” means any planned gathering, activity, or event, whether conducted on 

public or private property, which is reasonably expected to attract one hundred (100) or 

more persons, or which requires traffic control, crowd management, fire protection, 

emergency medical services, or law enforcement services beyond normal on-duty staffing 

levels.  

2. “Recurring Event” means a Special Event occurring on a regular or repeated basis at the 

same location, including but not limited to weekly, monthly, or seasonal events 

conducted by the same Event Organizer.  

3. “Event Organizer” means any person, firm, corporation, association, or other entity 

responsible for organizing, conducting, or sponsoring a Special Event.  

4. “Alcohol-Related Event” means any Special Event at which alcoholic beverages are sold, 

served, consumed, or permitted.  

5. “Public Safety Services” means law enforcement, fire protection, emergency medical 

services, traffic control, rescue operations, and any related personnel, equipment, or 

resources provided by or through the City.  



 

SECTION 3. PERMIT REQUIRED. 

A. No person or entity shall conduct a Special Event within the City without first obtaining a 

Special Event Permit from the City. 

B. Applications for a Special Event Permit shall be submitted to the City no less than fourteen 

(14) days prior to the scheduled event and shall include, at a minimum: 

1. The date, time, and duration of the event;  

2. The location and site layout;  

3. The estimated number of attendees;  

4. A traffic and parking plan;  

5. A security and crowd control plan;  

6. A fire protection and emergency medical services plan, when applicable; and  

7. Any additional information reasonably required by the City to evaluate public safety 

needs.  

 

SECTION 4. RECURRING EVENTS. 

A. An Event Organizer conducting a Recurring Event may apply for a single Special Event 

Permit covering multiple occurrences of the same event, provided that the application identifies 

the full schedule of event dates and times. 

B. A Recurring Event Permit may be issued for a period not to exceed one (1) calendar year. 

C. The City may establish conditions applicable to all occurrences of the Recurring Event, 

including required Public Safety Services and cost recovery provisions. 

D. The Chief of Police, Fire Chief, or the head of the emergency medical service provider may 

modify required Public Safety Services for individual occurrences of a Recurring Event based on 

attendance, conditions, or observed public safety needs. 

E. The City may suspend or revoke a Recurring Event Permit for any violation of permit 

conditions or when continued operation presents a risk to public safety. 
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SECTION 5. REVIEW AND APPROVAL. 

A. The Chief of Police, Fire Chief, and the head of the emergency medical service provider 

serving the City, or their respective designees, shall review all applications for Special Event 

Permits. 

B. The City may approve, deny, or approve with conditions any Special Event Permit based upon 

considerations of public safety, traffic control, fire protection, emergency medical needs, and the 

availability of City resources. 

 

SECTION 6. PUBLIC SAFETY REQUIREMENTS. 

A. The Chief of Police, Fire Chief, and the head of the emergency medical service provider, or 

their designees, are authorized to require the assignment of additional personnel or equipment for 

any Special Event when it is determined that the event will create a demand for Public Safety 

Services beyond normal staffing levels or when such personnel or equipment are necessary to 

ensure public safety. 

B. In making such determination, the City may consider factors including, but not limited to: 

1. The size of the anticipated crowd;  

2. The duration and time of the event;  

3. The history of prior events at the same location or of a similar nature;  

4. The presence or consumption of alcoholic beverages;  

5. The nature of activities involved, including any inherently hazardous activities;  

6. Traffic volume and roadway conditions; and  

7. The availability of on-duty personnel and equipment.  

C. For any Alcohol-Related Event, there shall be a presumption that additional Public Safety 

Services are necessary to ensure public safety. The City shall determine the appropriate level of 

personnel and equipment based on the totality of the circumstances. 

 

 

 



SECTION 7. COST RECOVERY. 

A. The Event Organizer shall be responsible for reimbursing the City for the cost of any 

additional Public Safety Services required as a condition of the Special Event Permit. 

B. Reimbursable costs may include, but are not limited to: 

1. Law enforcement personnel;  

2. Fire department personnel and apparatus;  

3. Emergency medical services personnel, ambulances, and related equipment;  

4. Traffic control services;  

5. Rescue or standby services;  

6. Equipment and vehicles utilized; and  

7. Administrative costs associated with providing such services.  

C. The rates for such services shall be established by resolution of the City Council and may 

include hourly wage rates, including overtime where applicable, as well as benefits, equipment 

usage, and operational costs. 

 

SECTION 8. PAYMENT. 

A. The City may require the Event Organizer to provide an advance deposit of estimated costs 

prior to the issuance of the permit. 

B. The Event Organizer shall remit payment of any remaining balance within thirty (30) days 

following the event. 

C. Failure to pay such costs may result in denial of future Special Event Permits and may be 

collected in the same manner as any other debt owed to the City. 

 

SECTION 9. EXEMPTIONS. 

The provisions of this Chapter shall not apply to events conducted by the City, or to such other 

events as may be exempted by the City Council. 
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SECTION 10. VIOLATIONS. 

Any person or entity who conducts a Special Event without a permit or who violates the 

conditions of an approved permit shall be subject to enforcement as provided by the Code of 

Ordinances of the City and may be subject to municipal infraction proceedings. 

 

SECTION 11. SEVERABILITY. 

If any section, provision, or part of this ordinance shall be adjudged invalid or unconstitutional, 

such adjudication shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a whole or any section, 

provision, or part thereof not adjudged invalid. 

 

SECTION 12. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This ordinance shall be in full force and effect after its final passage, approval, and publication as 

provided by law. 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED by the City Council of the City of Stuart, Iowa, this 10th day 

of August, 2026. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Moved by Kalbach to adopt.  Seconded by Ingwers 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Capps    Aye    Nelson  Aye 

Kalbach Aye    Russell  Aye 

Ingwers Aye 

 

  

Passed by the Council this 10th day of August, 2026 and approved this 10th day of August, 

2026. 

 

      __/s/ 

Cory Kirkpatrick_________ 

        Cory Kirkpatrick, Mayor 

 

ATTEST:  _/s/ Jalatama Omar___________________ 

       Jalatama Omar, City Administrator 

 

 


