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CEMETERY GOVERNANCE 

The Stuart Municipal Cemeteries shall operate under the authority of the City of Stuart through the 
appointed City Cemetery Liaison. 

The City Cemetery Liaison shall serve as the City's designated representative and shall be responsible for the 
day-to-day administration and operation of North Oak Grove Cemetery and South Oak Grove Cemetery, 
including the enforcement of these Rules and Regulations, contractor approvals, inspections, monument and 
memorial approvals, burials, maintenance oversight, beautification projects, and all other matters relating to the 
operation of the Municipal Cemeteries. 

The Cemetery Committee shall assist the City Cemetery Liaison in carrying out these responsibilities. Such 
assistance may include inspections, contractor oversight, maintenance projects, beautification efforts, Cemetery 
improvements, and other duties assigned by the City of Stuart or the City Cemetery Liaison. 

The City Clerk shall maintain all official Cemetery records, deeds, ownership records, permits, financial 
accounts, and other official documents relating to the Municipal Cemeteries. 

Any complaint, dispute, or question regarding Cemetery operations shall first be submitted to the City 
Cemetery Liaison. The Cemetery Committee shall assist the City Cemetery Liaison in reviewing and 
resolving such matters in accordance with these Rules and Regulations. 

If a matter cannot be satisfactorily resolved by the City Cemetery Liaison, with the assistance of the Cemetery 
Committee, it may be referred to the Stuart City Council for review and final determination. The decision of 
the Stuart City Council shall be final. 

The Stuart City Council retains final authority regarding the adoption, amendment, interpretation, and repeal 
of these Rules and Regulations. 

 

PURPOSE 

These Rules and Regulations are established for the mutual protection of the City of Stuart, the owners of 
Interment Rights, visitors, contractors, and all persons performing work within the Stuart Municipal 
Cemeteries. Their purpose is to preserve the beauty, dignity, safety, and orderly operation of North Oak 
Grove Cemetery and South Oak Grove Cemetery, while ensuring fair, consistent, and efficient 
administration of all Cemetery operations. 

These Rules and Regulations have been adopted by the Stuart City Council and shall apply to all owners of 
Interment Rights, lot owners, visitors, contractors, monument companies, funeral establishments, vendors, and 
any other person entering upon or conducting business within the Municipal Cemeteries. All persons shall be 
subject to these Rules and Regulations, together with any amendments adopted by the Stuart City Council. 

The City of Stuart shall own and administer the Stuart Municipal Cemeteries through the City Cemetery 
Liaison. The City Cemetery Liaison shall serve as the City's designated representative and shall be responsible 
for the day-to-day administration and operation of the Municipal Cemeteries, including the enforcement of these 
Rules and Regulations, contractor approvals, inspections, burials, monument work, maintenance oversight, 
beautification projects, and the coordination of Cemetery operations. 
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The Cemetery Committee shall assist the City Cemetery Liaison in carrying out these responsibilities. The 
Committee may assist with inspections, maintenance projects, beautification efforts, contractor oversight, 
Cemetery improvements, and other duties assigned by the City of Stuart or the City Cemetery Liaison. 

The City Clerk shall maintain all official Cemetery records, deeds, ownership records, financial accounts, 
permits, and other official documents relating to the Stuart Municipal Cemeteries. All fees, payments, and other 
charges shall be made payable to the City of Stuart. 

Any complaint, dispute, or question regarding the Stuart Municipal Cemeteries shall first be submitted to the 
City Cemetery Liaison. The Cemetery Committee shall assist the City Cemetery Liaison in reviewing and 
resolving such matters in accordance with these Rules and Regulations. If a matter cannot be satisfactorily 
resolved by the City Cemetery Liaison, with the assistance of the Cemetery Committee, it shall be referred to 
the Stuart City Council for review and final determination. The decision of the Stuart City Council shall be 
final. 

DEFINITIONS 

1. "Burial Site" means any area within the Municipal Cemetery designated and used for the interment of 
human remains. 

2. "Care and Maintenance Trust Fund" means the perpetual care fund established by the City of Stuart 
for the ongoing care, maintenance, preservation, and beautification of the Municipal Cemetery. 

3. "Casket" means a rigid container designed for the encasement of human remains and commonly 
constructed of wood, metal, fiberglass, or similar materials. 

4. "Cemetery" means the City of Stuart Municipal Cemeteries, including North Oak Grove Cemetery 
and South Oak Grove Cemetery, together with all land, buildings, improvements, roads, walkways, 
utilities, monuments, columbaria, and other property owned or maintained by the City of Stuart for 
cemetery purposes. 

5. "City Cemetery Liaison" means the individual appointed or designated by the City of Stuart to oversee 
the day-to-day operation, administration, inspections, contractor compliance, maintenance, and 
enforcement of these Rules and Regulations. 

6. "Cemetery Committee" means the committee appointed by the Stuart City Council to assist the City 
Cemetery Liaison with cemetery operations, inspections, maintenance projects, beautification efforts, 
planning, and other duties assigned by the City of Stuart. 

7. "Columbarium" means a structure or memorial containing niches designed for the placement of 
cremated human remains. 

8. "Contractor" means any person, company, corporation, monument dealer, funeral establishment, or 
other entity performing work within the Municipal Cemetery other than employees or authorized 
representatives of the City of Stuart. 

9. "Crypt" means a space within a mausoleum designed for the entombment of human remains. 
10. "Deed" means the document issued by the City of Stuart conveying the exclusive right of interment 

within a designated interment space. A deed does not convey ownership of the land itself. 
11. "Disinterment" means the lawful removal of human remains from their place of interment. 
12. "Entombment" means the placement of human remains within a crypt or mausoleum. 
13. "Grave" means an individual space designated for the in-ground interment of human remains. 
14. "Interment" means the final disposition of human remains by burial, entombment, or inurnment. 
15. "Interment Right" means the exclusive right to use a designated interment space for the burial, 

entombment, or inurnment of human remains, subject to these Rules and Regulations. 
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16. "Interment Service" means the opening and closing of an interment space together with all related 
cemetery services provided in connection with an interment. 

17. "Interment Space" means a designated grave, crypt, niche, or other approved location within the 
Cemetery for the disposition of human remains. 

18. "Inurnment" means the placement of cremated human remains into a grave, niche, columbarium, 
monument, or other approved location. 

19. "Lot" or "Plot" means one or more adjoining interment spaces identified by section, lot number, grave 
number, or other official Cemetery records. 

20. "Mausoleum" means an above-ground structure designed for the entombment of human remains. 
21. "Memorial" means any monument, marker, headstone, plaque, bench, niche plate, crypt plate, or other 

permanent structure used to identify an interment space or commemorate a deceased person. 
22. "Memorialization" means the permanent marking or recording of the identity or memory of a deceased 

person. 
23. "Merchandise" means funeral or cemetery merchandise, including caskets, urns, vaults, monuments, 

markers, memorials, and related items, but excluding interment rights. 
24. "Niche" means a recessed compartment within a columbarium or mausoleum intended for the 

placement of cremated human remains. 
25. "Outer Burial Container" means a rigid concrete burial vault or urn vault approved by the City of 

Stuart for placement around a casket or urn. 
26. "Owner" means the person or persons shown by the official Cemetery records as the lawful owner of 

an interment right. 
27. "Purchaser" means the individual purchasing interment rights, cemetery merchandise, opening and 

closing services, or other cemetery services. The purchaser is not necessarily the person to be interred. 
28. "Relocation" means the transfer of human remains from one place of interment or temporary holding to 

another lawful place of disposition. 
29. "Remains" means the body or cremated remains of a deceased human being. 
30. "Undeveloped Space" means land or areas designated by the City of Stuart for future cemetery 

development. 
31. "Vaulted" means the placement of a casket or urn within an approved sealed concrete burial vault or 

urn vault. 
32. "Perpetual Care" means the permanent care and maintenance of the Municipal Cemetery through 

funds held in trust. Perpetual Care includes mowing, trimming, landscaping, roadway maintenance, 
general beautification, and the maintenance of common Cemetery property. Perpetual Care does not 
include resetting or leveling monuments, repairing foundations, cleaning monuments, engraving, or 
other work on privately owned memorials, which shall remain the responsibility of the lot owner or the 
owner's heirs or assigns unless otherwise authorized by the City of Stuart. 

CEMETERY GENERAL REGULATIONS 

1. Animals. No animals shall be permitted within the Municipal Cemetery except domestic dogs that are 
kept on a leash and under the owner's control at all times. Owners shall immediately remove and 
properly dispose of all animal waste. 

2. Alcohol and Controlled Substances. The possession, use, or consumption of illegal drugs, controlled 
substances, or alcoholic beverages within the Cemetery is strictly prohibited, except as otherwise 
authorized by law. 

3. Personal Property. Boxes, shells, toys, balloons, glass containers, solar lights, receptacles, fencing, 
borders, wind chimes, and similar personal items shall not be placed upon any grave or elsewhere within 
the Cemetery unless specifically authorized by these Rules and Regulations. Unauthorized items may be 
removed by the City of Stuart without notice. 
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4. Loss or Damage. The City of Stuart, the City Cemetery Liaison, and the Cemetery Committee assume 
no responsibility for the loss, theft, or damage of flowers, decorations, monuments, personal property, or 
other items placed within the Cemetery. 

5. Furniture. Benches, chairs, tables, tents, or similar items shall not be placed within the Cemetery except 
during an authorized burial service or with prior written approval from the City of Stuart and/or the 
City Cemetery Liaison. 

6. Floral Decorations and Landscaping. All flowers, decorations, plants, shrubs, trees, and landscaping 
shall be subject to the Floral Rules and Regulations contained within this booklet. The City of Stuart, 
acting through the City Cemetery Liaison, with assistance from the Cemetery Committee, may 
remove any item determined to be unsightly, diseased, hazardous, abandoned, or otherwise not in 
compliance with these Rules and Regulations. 

7. Wildlife Protection. Hunting, trapping, feeding, harassing, or otherwise disturbing birds, wildlife, or 
other animals within the Cemetery is prohibited. 

8. Respect for Cemetery Property. The City of Stuart reserves a perpetual right of ingress and egress 
across Cemetery property for maintenance, burials, monument work, utility work, and access to other 
grave spaces. Visitors shall remain on established roads, walkways, and designated paths whenever 
possible and shall not damage, remove, deface, or interfere with any monument, marker, tree, shrub, 
sign, building, roadway, utility, or other Cemetery property. 

9. Planting Restrictions. No tree, shrub, flower, grass, or other vegetation shall be planted by any person 
without prior written approval from the City of Stuart and/or the City Cemetery Liaison. Any 
approved landscaping shall thereafter become subject to Cemetery maintenance standards and may be 
trimmed, relocated, or removed whenever necessary for maintenance, safety, beautification, or Cemetery 
operations. 

10. Rocks and Borders. Rocks, gravel, decorative stone, brick edging, concrete borders, wood edging, 
fencing, or similar materials shall not be placed upon, around, or adjacent to any grave, monument, or 
memorial unless specifically authorized by the City of Stuart. 

11. Firearms and Weapons. Except for law enforcement officers acting within the scope of their official 
duties, members of a military honor guard participating in an authorized military funeral, or as otherwise 
authorized by law, no person shall possess or discharge firearms or other dangerous weapons within the 
Municipal Cemetery without prior written approval from the City of Stuart. 

12. Conduct Within the Cemetery. All persons entering the Municipal Cemetery shall conduct themselves 
in a respectful, orderly, and dignified manner. Disorderly conduct, vandalism, loud or disruptive 
behavior, littering, or any activity that interferes with a funeral service, visitors, or the peaceful character 
of the Cemetery is prohibited. 

13. Authority to Enforce. The City of Stuart, acting through the City Cemetery Liaison, with assistance 
from the Cemetery Committee, shall have the authority to interpret and enforce these General 
Regulations and may remove unauthorized items, stop prohibited activities, or take any action 
reasonably necessary to preserve the safety, appearance, dignity, and orderly operation of the Municipal 
Cemetery. 

14. Disputes and Appeals. Any dispute, complaint, or question concerning the interpretation or 
enforcement of these Rules and Regulations, ownership of interment rights, monument work, contractor 
activities, burials, disinterments, maintenance, or any other Cemetery matter shall first be submitted to 
the City Cemetery Liaison and the Cemetery Committee for review and resolution. 

The City Cemetery Liaison, with the assistance of the Cemetery Committee, shall make every reasonable 
effort to resolve the matter in accordance with these Rules and Regulations. 
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If the matter cannot be resolved by the City Cemetery Liaison and the Cemetery Committee, it shall be 
referred to the Stuart City Council for review and final determination. The decision of the Stuart City 
Council shall be final. 

OWNERSHIP OF INTERMENT RIGHTS 

(Responsibilities of the City of Stuart) 

1. Ownership Records. All records pertaining to the purchase, ownership, transfer, sale, assignment, and 
burial of interment rights shall be maintained by the City Clerk on behalf of the City of Stuart. The 
City Cemetery Liaison may assist the City Clerk in verifying Cemetery records and ownership 
information as necessary. 

2. Purpose of Interment Rights. Interment rights within the Municipal Cemetery shall be used solely for 
the interment and memorialization of human remains and for no other purpose. 

3. Issuance of Deed. Upon payment in full of the purchase price, the City Clerk shall issue a deed for the 
interment right within seven (7) business days. Every interment right shall remain subject to: 

a. All applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations; 

b. All Rules and Regulations adopted by the City of Stuart and approved by the Stuart City Council, 
as currently in effect or as hereafter amended. 

The deed, purchase agreement, these Rules and Regulations, and any amendments thereto shall 
constitute the entire agreement between the City of Stuart and the owner. No statement or representation 
by any City employee, Cemetery Liaison, Cemetery Committee member, or other person shall modify 
these Rules and Regulations unless approved in writing by the City of Stuart. 

4. Ownership Presumed. The person(s) named on the deed shall be presumed to be the lawful owner(s) of 
the interment right unless ownership is transferred and approved in writing by the City Clerk in 
accordance with these Rules and Regulations. 

5. Transfer by Court Order. Upon receipt of a valid court order or estate distribution order, the City 
Clerk shall update Cemetery ownership records to reflect the lawful transfer of ownership. 

6. Transfer Upon Death. If an owner dies without transferring unused interment rights by will or written 
direction filed with the City Clerk, ownership shall pass in accordance with the laws of the State of Iowa 
governing descent and distribution. Where multiple owners exist, no owner may transfer or authorize the 
burial of a non-owner without the written consent of all remaining owners. 

7. Joint Ownership. Upon the death of a joint owner, ownership shall automatically vest in the surviving 
joint owner(s), subject to the burial rights of the deceased joint owner. 

8. Designation of Representative. Multiple owners may designate one individual to act on their behalf 
regarding burial authorization, memorialization, or other matters affecting the interment right. The City 
of Stuart, City Clerk, City Cemetery Liaison, and Cemetery Committee may rely upon such 
authorization unless written notice of objection has been received before action is taken. 

9. Restrictions on Transfer. The City of Stuart may refuse to approve the transfer or assignment of any 
interment right until all outstanding balances, fees, and charges have been paid in full. 

10. Owner's Address of Record. The City of Stuart may rely upon the owner's last known mailing address 
contained in Cemetery records. Notices mailed to that address shall constitute proper notice. Owners are 
responsible for notifying the City Clerk in writing of any change of address. 

11. Resale of Interment Rights. To prevent speculation and profiteering, no interment right may be sold or 
transferred without prior written approval of the City of Stuart. The City of Stuart shall have the first 
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right to repurchase any unused interment right at the original purchase price paid by the owner. If the 
City declines to purchase the interment right, written authorization may be granted for its transfer, 
provided the sale price does not exceed the original purchase price. All transfers shall be recorded with 
the City Clerk, and a new deed shall be issued to the new owner. Any transfer made in violation of this 
section may be declared void by the City of Stuart. 

12. Inheritance and Gifts. Interment rights may be transferred by inheritance or gifted in accordance with 
Iowa law. All transfers, gifts, or changes in ownership shall be submitted in writing to the City Clerk, 
together with any supporting documentation required by the City of Stuart, so Cemetery records may be 
updated promptly. 

13. Administrative Assistance. The City Cemetery Liaison and Cemetery Committee may assist the 
City Clerk in verifying lot locations, ownership records, and Cemetery information; however, all 
official ownership records, deeds, transfers, and legal documentation shall remain under the custody and 
authority of the City Clerk. 

SUPERVISION OF CEMETERY 
(Responsibilities of the Cemetery Liaison and Cemetery Committee) 

1. All persons entering the Cemetery shall comply with all Rules and Regulations adopted by the City of 
Stuart and enforced by the Cemetery Liaison and Cemetery Committee. 

2. The City of Stuart shall take reasonable precautions to protect against loss or damage to property or 
rights within the Cemetery. Any damage to a headstone, monument, marker, or other cemetery property 
should be reported immediately to the Cemetery Liaison or Cemetery Committee at (515) 523-1200 for 
investigation. 

However, the City of Stuart, Cemetery Liaison, and Cemetery Committee expressly disclaim 
responsibility for loss or damage resulting from causes beyond their reasonable control, including but 
not limited to acts of God, weather conditions, natural disasters, theft, vandalism, civil disturbances, 
labor disputes, unavoidable accidents, or other unforeseen events. Any repair, replacement, or 
restoration costs resulting from such occurrences shall be the responsibility of the lot owner or the 
owner's heirs or assigns. 

3. The City of Stuart reserves the right to correct any errors that may occur in the sale, transfer, 
conveyance, interment, disinterment, or ownership records of any interment right. This includes the 
authority to substitute or convey comparable interment rights when necessary. 

In the event human remains are interred in an incorrect location, the City of Stuart shall have the 
authority to remove and relocate such remains to the proper interment space or to a comparable location 
selected by the City. The City of Stuart, Cemetery Liaison, and Cemetery Committee shall have no 
liability other than taking the corrective actions described herein. 

4. The City of Stuart, upon recommendation of the Cemetery Liaison and Cemetery Committee, reserves 
the right to enlarge, reduce, replat, alter, or modify the boundaries, grading, roads, drives, landscaping, 
trees, shrubs, flowers, walkways, drainage systems, irrigation systems, and other improvements within 
the Cemetery whenever deemed necessary for maintenance, safety, beautification, or future 
development. 

The City further reserves the right to utilize any unsold Cemetery property for Cemetery purposes, 
including interment operations, future development, utility installation, maintenance activities, and other 
purposes necessary for the proper operation of the Cemetery. 
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5. The Cemetery Liaison shall have primary oversight of all planting, landscaping, sodding, surveying, 
maintenance projects, improvements, and beautification efforts within the Cemetery. The Cemetery 
Committee may assist by making recommendations regarding such matters. 

6. No person, contractor, monument company, funeral home, or other entity, other than authorized 
employees or agents of the City of Stuart, shall perform any work within the Cemetery without prior 
approval from the City of Stuart and/or the Cemetery Liaison. All authorized work shall be subject to 
these Rules and Regulations and any additional requirements established by the City of Stuart, Cemetery 
Liaison, or Cemetery Committee. 

7. If any tree, shrub, plant, or landscaping feature becomes detrimental to an interment space, adjacent 
property, roadway, utility, monument, or Cemetery operations, or if removal is otherwise deemed 
necessary, the City of Stuart, upon recommendation of the Cemetery Liaison and Cemetery Committee, 
shall have the authority to remove, trim, relocate, or otherwise correct the condition as deemed 
appropriate. 

The City of Stuart, Cemetery Liaison, and Cemetery Committee shall have no obligation to replace any 
tree, shrub, plant, or landscaping feature removed pursuant to this section. 

8. The Cemetery Liaison and/or Cemetery Committee shall have the authority to deny, suspend, revoke, or 
permanently prohibit any contractor, company, organization, or individual from performing work within 
the Cemetery for violations of Cemetery Rules and Regulations, unsafe practices, failure to maintain 
required insurance or bonding, damage to Cemetery property, or conduct deemed detrimental to the 
Cemetery. 

INTERMENT REGULATIONS 

1. Payment for the purchase of interment spaces shall be made in full at the time of purchase. 
2. Payment for all cemetery services, including but not limited to flagging, grave opening and closing, 

winter fees, and any other applicable cemetery-related fees (excluding the purchase of interment spaces), 
shall be paid in full prior to the closing of the grave following the conclusion of the committal service. 

3. The City of Stuart shall receive a minimum of two (2) business days' notice prior to any interment. 
Exceptions may be granted only in cases involving contagious disease, direct burial of an unembalmed 
body, or when otherwise authorized by the City of Stuart and/or the Cemetery Committee. 

4. The City of Stuart reserves the right to postpone or reschedule any graveside or interment service when, 
in its sole judgment, weather conditions, multiple scheduled services, safety concerns, equipment failure, 
or circumstances beyond its reasonable control—including but not limited to acts of God, labor disputes, 
work stoppages, or other emergencies—make such postponement necessary. 

5. Multiple Interments Within a Single Grave Space 

A single grave space may be used for the interment of no more than two (2) individuals, subject to 
Cemetery regulations, available space, and burial depth requirements. The following combinations are 
permitted: 

a. Two (2) casketed, properly vaulted remains; or 

b. One (1) casketed, properly vaulted remain and one (1) urn, properly vaulted remain; or 

c. Two (2) urn, properly vaulted remains. 
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Prior to any second interment within an existing grave space, the owner shall purchase a Second 
Interment Right. 

The Second Interment Right Fee shall be Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) and shall be paid in full 
prior to the second interment. This fee is separate from and in addition to all applicable charges for grave 
opening and closing, flagging, winter fees, weekend fees, or any other cemetery-related services. 

All interments shall comply with the Cemetery's burial vault requirements, burial depth requirements, 
and all other applicable Cemetery Rules and Regulations. 

6. The City of Stuart may rely upon the information provided by the lot owner, next-of-kin, funeral 
director, or authorized representative regarding ownership and burial rights and shall not be held liable 
for inaccuracies or false information provided. 

7. The City of Stuart shall rely upon the identification of the deceased as provided by the next-of-kin, 
funeral establishment, or other authorized representative and shall have no duty to independently verify 
the identity of the remains presented for interment. 

8. The City of Stuart and/or Cemetery Committee shall not be liable for any delay in an interment: 

a. When a protest or dispute concerning the interment has been made; 

b. When the delay results from failure to comply with the Cemetery Rules and Regulations; 

c. When there is any dispute concerning the legal right to control the disposition of human remains. Any 
such dispute must be fully resolved by the parties involved or by court order prior to scheduling the 
burial. 

9. For the safety of all persons present, the City of Stuart requires that attendees remain a safe distance 
from the grave during all opening, closing, interment, and disinterment operations and comply with all 
directions given by Cemetery personnel. 

10. There shall be no limitation on the number of cremated remains placed within a privately owned 
cremation columbarium, cremation bench, niche, or other approved memorial designed to contain 
cremated remains, provided the memorial is structurally designed for such purpose. 

Any costs associated with reopening or resealing a privately owned cremation memorial shall be the sole 
responsibility of the owner and shall be performed by the monument company or contractor that supplied or 
services the memorial. Due to liability concerns, the City of Stuart shall not open, remove, or reseal privately 
owned cremation monuments or memorials. 

Placement of cremated remains into an approved above-ground cremation memorial located within the 
Cemetery shall be subject to the current Flagging Fee of Sixty-Five Dollars ($65.00). 

For purposes of Cemetery regulations, approved cremation columbaria shall be considered urn-vaulted remains. 

The City of Stuart, the Cemetery Committee, and the Cemetery assume no responsibility for damage to, theft of, 
deterioration of, or maintenance of any above-ground cremation memorial, niche, bench, or similar structure. 
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11. A completed Grave Service Form shall be submitted to the City of Stuart for approval prior to 
scheduling any interment. No interment shall be considered officially scheduled until the Grave Service 
Form has been reviewed and approved by the City of Stuart or its authorized representative. 

12. No interment, inurnment, or disinterment shall take place until all required permits, 
authorizations, documentation, and applicable fees have been received and approved by the City 
of Stuart. The City reserves the right to postpone or refuse any burial, inurnment, or disinterment until 
all Cemetery Rules and Regulations have been satisfied, including full payment of all applicable fees 
and submission of all required forms and authorizations. 

CEMETERY HOURS, FEES, AND INTERMENT CHARGES 

1. Regular Burial Hours 

Regular interment hours shall be Monday through Friday, beginning at 8:00 A.M. and concluding no later 
than 3:00 P.M. The City of Stuart requires a minimum of two (2) business days' advance notice for all 
scheduled burials. 

2. Saturday Burials 

Saturday burials may be scheduled between 8:00 A.M. and 12:00 Noon and shall be subject to the additional 
fees established by the City of Stuart. Requests for Saturday burials must be received by the City of Stuart at 
least two (2) business days in advance. 

3. After-Hours Burials 

Burials extending beyond the normal weekday hours of operation shall be subject to an additional charge of 
One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) per hour, or any portion thereof, until all cemetery work has been completed. 

Because cemetery personnel require additional time following the committal service to complete the burial and 
restore the gravesite, funeral directors and families are encouraged to schedule services early enough to allow 
the committal service to conclude no later than 3:00 P.M. 

4. Payment of Cemetery Fees 

All charges for grave opening and closing, flagging, lot purchases, disinterments, second interment rights, 
winter surcharges, and any other cemetery-related services shall be made payable to the City of Stuart and 
deposited into the appropriate Cemetery accounts. 

It shall be the responsibility of the licensed funeral establishment and/or the family to ensure all required fees 
have been paid prior to the closing of the grave. 

5. Payment Requirements 

All cemetery fees shall be paid in full prior to the commencement of any burial, inurnment, or disinterment 
unless prior written arrangements have been approved by the City of Stuart. The City reserves the right to 
postpone any scheduled service until all applicable fees have been received. 

6. Required Documentation 
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No burial, inurnment, or disinterment shall be performed until all required permits, authorizations, burial transit 
permits, disinterment permits (when applicable), Grave Service Forms, and any other documentation required 
by federal, state, or local law have been submitted to and approved by the City of Stuart. 

7. Scheduling of Services 

The licensed funeral establishment or person responsible for arranging the burial shall coordinate all burial dates 
and times with the City of Stuart. No burial shall be considered officially scheduled until confirmed by the City 
of Stuart. 

8. Delays and Rescheduling 

The City of Stuart reserves the right to delay or reschedule any burial due to weather conditions, unsafe ground 
conditions, equipment failure, staffing shortages, utility conflicts, public emergencies, or other circumstances 
beyond the reasonable control of the City. Every reasonable effort shall be made to accommodate the wishes of 
the family while maintaining the safety of cemetery personnel and visitors. 

9. Sunday and National Holiday Burials 

Sunday and National Holiday burials are discouraged and shall only be permitted upon prior written approval 
by the City of Stuart or its authorized representative. Applicable holiday fees shall apply. 

10. Cemetery Service Fees 

Effective June 16, 2026 

The following fees shall apply unless otherwise amended by resolution of the Stuart City Council. 

A Grave Flagging and Marking Fee of Sixty-Five Dollars ($65.00) shall be charged for all burials and 
inurnments. 

Service Fee 
Weekday Full Vaulted Burial $950.00 
Weekday Urn Vaulted Burial $850.00 
Saturday Full Vaulted Burial $1,450.00 
Saturday Urn Vaulted Burial $1,350.00 
Sunday or National Holiday Full Vaulted Burial* $2,000.00 
Sunday or National Holiday Urn Vaulted Burial* $1,850.00 
Second Interment Right $200.00 
Disinterment $1,800.00 
Winter Burial Surcharge (December 1 – March 1) $200.00 

*Sunday and National Holiday burials require prior written approval from the City of Stuart. 

Disinterment’s shall only be performed Monday through Friday. All required permits and documentation must 
be submitted at least three (3) business days prior to the scheduled disinterment. 
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All grave opening and closing fees shall be deposited into the City of Stuart Cemetery Account. 

11. Cemetery Lot Purchase Prices 

Effective June 16, 2026 

Purchaser                                              Price 
Stuart Resident                         $500.00 
Non-Stuart Resident                         $600.00 

A non-resident is defined as a person whose primary residence is located outside the corporate limits of the City 
of Stuart at the time of purchase. 

A minimum of twenty percent (20%) of each cemetery lot sale shall be deposited into the Cemetery 
Perpetual Care Fund. The remaining balance shall be deposited into the City of Stuart Cemetery Operating 
Account for the continued operation, maintenance, preservation, and improvement of the municipal cemetery. 

12. Amendments to Fees 

The Cemetery Fee Schedule may be amended from time to time by resolution of the Stuart City Council. The 
most current fee schedule maintained by the City Clerk shall govern all cemetery services regardless of any fee 
schedule previously published in this booklet. 

OUTER BURIAL CONTAINERS AND BURIAL REQUIREMENTS 

1. Approved Outer Burial Containers 

To preserve the appearance, stability, and uniformity of the Cemetery, the City of Stuart reserves the right to 
regulate and approve the type, size, design, construction, quality, and material of all outer burial containers 
placed within South Oak Grove Cemetery and North Oak Grove Cemetery. 

2. Casketed Burials 

All casketed burials shall be enclosed within an approved sealing concrete burial vault containing an interior 
liner. 

Metal burial vaults shall not be permitted. 

The use of non-sealing outer burial containers, including but not limited to concrete grave liners, metal grave 
liners, plastic liners, or any similar non-sealing container, is strictly prohibited within the Cemetery. 

The City of Stuart and/or the Cemetery Committee shall have final authority regarding the approval of all burial 
vaults used within the Cemetery. 

3. Cremated Remains 

All cremated remains placed below ground shall be enclosed within an approved sealing concrete urn vault 
containing an interior liner. 
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The following shall not be permitted: 

• Non-sealing urn vaults; 
• Plastic urn vaults or liners; 
• Homemade burial containers; 
• Non-approved encasements; 
• Direct burial of an urn into the ground without an approved outer burial container. 

For purposes of these regulations, all below-ground cremated remains shall be treated as urn-vaulted burials. 

4. Verification of Compliance 

It shall be the responsibility of the licensed funeral establishment, monument company (when applicable), 
and/or the family to verify that the proposed burial vault or urn vault complies with all City of Stuart Cemetery 
requirements prior to the scheduled burial. 

Questions regarding approved burial containers should be directed to the City of Stuart or the Cemetery 
Committee before ordering or transporting the vault to the cemetery. 

5. Non-Compliance 

If a burial vault or urn vault fails to comply with these regulations, the City of Stuart reserves the right to 
suspend, postpone, or cancel the interment until an approved outer burial container has been provided. 

Any additional costs incurred by the City as a result of non-compliance, including but not limited to reopening, 
closing, rescheduling, equipment costs, or labor expenses, shall be the responsibility of the funeral 
establishment, contractor, or family arranging the burial. 

6. Opening and Closing of Graves 

All grave openings and closings, including those for casketed burials, urn burials, second interments, and 
disinterments, shall be arranged exclusively through the City of Stuart. 

No private contractor, monument company, funeral establishment, family member, or individual shall excavate, 
backfill, or otherwise perform grave opening or closing operations without the prior written authorization of the 
City of Stuart. 

The City of Stuart shall receive a minimum of two (2) business days' advance notice for all burials. Upon 
confirmation of the burial, the City shall coordinate the locating, marking, opening, and preparation of the grave 
for the scheduled service. 

7. Burial Depth Requirements 

All casketed and urn burials shall be interred at depths established by the City of Stuart and in accordance with 
applicable State of Iowa laws and accepted cemetery practices. The City reserves the authority to determine 
final burial depth based upon site conditions, previous interments, and the type of burial being performed. 
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8. Authority of the City 

The City of Stuart and the Cemetery Committee shall have final authority regarding the interpretation and 
enforcement of all burial vault requirements. Their determination regarding compliance with these regulations 
shall be final. 

FLORAL AND DECORATION RULES AND REGULATIONS 

1. Monument Vases 

Fresh or artificial flowers placed in permanent vases securely attached to an approved monument or memorial 
are permitted throughout the year. 

2. Holiday Decorations 

Freestanding cut flowers, artificial flowers, wreaths, potted plants, and similar decorations may be placed at 
gravesites in observance of the following holidays: 

• Easter 
• Mother's Day 
• Memorial Day 
• Father's Day 

Holiday decorations may be placed beginning one (1) week prior to the holiday and shall be removed one (1) 
week following the holiday or before the next scheduled cemetery maintenance, whichever occurs first. 

Any decorations remaining after this period may be removed and discarded by Cemetery personnel without 
notice. 

3. Christmas Decorations 

Christmas wreaths, grave blankets, evergreen arrangements, and winter decorations may be placed beginning 
the Friday preceding Thanksgiving and shall be removed by Cemetery personnel after March 1. 

If any winter decoration becomes damaged, deteriorated, unsafe, or interferes with cemetery operations prior to 
March 1, the City of Stuart reserves the right to remove and dispose of such items without notice. 

4. Trees, Shrubs, Flowers, and Landscaping 

The planting of trees, shrubs, flowers, bulbs, grass, or any other vegetation anywhere within the Cemetery is 
prohibited unless approved in writing by the City of Stuart. 

5. Prohibited Decorations and Structures 

The following items are prohibited within the Cemetery unless specifically authorized in writing by the City of 
Stuart: 

• Decorative fencing 
• Glass containers or glass vases 
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• Ceramic or breakable containers 
• Rocks, gravel, mulch, wood chips, or landscape edging 
• Bird feeders 
• Balloons 
• Pinwheels 
• Toys 
• Stuffed animals (except during the one-week holiday decoration periods) 
• Benches not installed or approved by the City 
• Statues or ornaments not permanently attached to the monument 
• Flags or poles not approved by the City 
• Any item that creates a maintenance, safety, or liability concern 

Any prohibited item may be removed and discarded without notice. 

6. Funeral and Committal Service Flowers 

Flowers, wreaths, floral tributes, and other temporary memorial items placed during a funeral or committal 
service are welcome. 

Families are encouraged to remove these items immediately following the service. Any items remaining after 
the next scheduled cemetery maintenance or that become faded, damaged, or unsightly may be removed and 
discarded by Cemetery personnel. 

7. Cemetery Maintenance 

To allow for mowing, trimming, snow removal, burials, monument installation, utility work, and general 
maintenance, the City of Stuart reserves the right to remove any flowers, decorations, containers, or personal 
property that interferes with cemetery operations. 

Items removed during routine maintenance are not required to be stored and may be discarded at the discretion 
of the City. 

8. Responsibility for Personal Property 

The City of Stuart, the Cemetery Committee, and Cemetery personnel assume no responsibility for the loss, 
theft, vandalism, weather damage, or deterioration of flowers, decorations, vases, memorial items, or any other 
personal property placed within the Cemetery. 

All personal property is placed in the Cemetery at the owner's sole risk. 

9. Artificial Flowers 

Artificial flowers are permitted year-round only when displayed in a permanent vase securely attached to an 
approved monument. 

Freestanding artificial flowers shall be permitted only during the holiday decoration periods established in these 
regulations unless otherwise approved by the City. 
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10. Removal of Unsightly Items 

The City of Stuart reserves the right to remove and dispose of any flowers, decorations, containers, memorials, 
or personal property that are: 

• Dead, faded, or deteriorated; 
• Broken or unsafe; 
• Abandoned; 
• Blown from their original location; 
• Interfering with cemetery maintenance; 
• Creating a safety hazard; or 
• Otherwise inconsistent with the appearance and dignity of the Cemetery. 

11. Authority of the City 

The City of Stuart and the Cemetery Committee shall have the authority to interpret and enforce these Floral 
and Decoration Rules and Regulations. 

Any item determined to violate these regulations may be removed without notice. Decisions of the City of 
Stuart and the Cemetery Committee regarding the interpretation and enforcement of these rules shall be final. 

12. Respect for the Cemetery 

The City of Stuart respectfully requests that all visitors help preserve the beauty, dignity, and peaceful character 
of the Cemetery. Decorations should be appropriate for a place of remembrance and should not interfere with 
neighboring graves, cemetery operations, or the quiet enjoyment of other visitors. 

MONUMENTS 

1. Footstones and Cornerstones. Footstones and cornerstones are prohibited within the Municipal 
Cemetery to facilitate mowing, trimming, and general cemetery maintenance. 

2. Military and Organizational Plaques. Military, fraternal, civic, or organizational plaques shall be 
permanently mounted to the monument. Military plaques shall not be placed at the foot of a grave. If 
used as the primary grave marker, such plaques shall be mounted on a granite base or granite pad. 
Concrete bases are prohibited. All military flag holders shall be permanently anchored into the 
monument base or foundation and shall not be inserted directly into the ground. 

3. Monument Foundations. All monuments shall be installed on a solid granite cap supported by a 
reinforced concrete foundation at least six (6) inches in depth. The foundation shall extend a minimum 
of four (4) inches beyond the monument base on all sides. Concrete foundation caps are prohibited. 

4. Resetting Existing Monuments. Any monument removed for resetting shall comply with all current 
Cemetery installation requirements, including installation upon a granite cap and approved foundation. 
Simple leveling of an existing monument without removal is permitted; however, any monument 
removed from its foundation shall comply with these standards. 

5. Granite Specifications. All granite used for monuments, bases, and foundation caps shall meet the 
following minimum ASTM standards: 

a. ASTM C97 – Bulk Density: Minimum 162 lbs. per cubic foot. 
b. ASTM C97 – Water Absorption: Maximum 0.30%. 
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c. ASTM C170 – Compressive Strength: Minimum 20,000 psi. 
d. ASTM C99 – Modulus of Rupture: Minimum 1,500 psi. 

Granite shall be free from defects, rust-producing minerals, cracks, or structural imperfections. Defects 
in materials or workmanship discovered within one (1) year of installation shall be repaired or replaced 
by the monument company at no cost to the lot owner or the City. 

6. Temporary Markers and Prohibited Materials. Temporary markers shall not remain in the Cemetery 
longer than thirty (30) days unless approved by the City of Stuart. Limestone, sandstone, concrete 
monuments, limestone boulders, and similar deteriorating materials are prohibited. Only granite 
monuments meeting Cemetery specifications shall be permitted. Freestanding garden plaques, cement 
decorations, and statues are also prohibited. 

7. Monument Contractor Requirements. No person, company, contractor, monument dealer, 
organization, or individual shall install, set, reset, remove, level, repair, restore, clean, engrave, add 
inscriptions, replace, alter, relocate, construct or replace a foundation for, or otherwise perform any 
work involving a monument, marker, headstone, military marker, base, foundation, or memorial without 
first obtaining written approval from the City of Stuart. 

Prior to performing any monument-related work, the contractor shall: 

o Pay a one-time Monument Contractor Bond of $1,000.00. 
o Provide proof of current general liability insurance acceptable to the City. 
o Pay a Monument Marking Permit Fee of $65.00 for each monument or marker on which 

work is being performed. 
o Submit a completed Monument Service Form. 
o Provide the City of Stuart with a minimum of three (3) business days' notice before work 

begins. 

These requirements apply to all monument work, including new installations, resetting, leveling, 
repairs, restoration, cleaning, engraving, additional inscriptions, foundation replacement, military 
markers, and any alteration to an existing monument. 

No monument work shall begin until all fees have been paid, the required bond and proof of insurance 
have been received, the Monument Service Form has been approved, and written authorization has been 
issued by the City of Stuart. 

8. Inspection and Approval of Work. The City of Stuart, the City Cemetery Liaison, and/or the 
Cemetery Committee shall have the right, at their sole discretion, to inspect, monitor, review, and 
approve any monument installation, resetting, leveling, repair, cleaning, engraving, foundation work, or 
any other cemetery-related work before, during, and after completion. 

Contractors shall fully cooperate with all inspections and immediately correct any deficiencies 
identified. No monument or cemetery-related work shall be considered complete until inspected and 
accepted by the City of Stuart, the City Cemetery Liaison, and/or the Cemetery Committee. 

9. Weather and Site Conditions. The City of Stuart, the City Cemetery Liaison, and/or the Cemetery 
Committee may postpone or prohibit monument work whenever weather or ground conditions create 
unsafe conditions or may damage Cemetery property. 
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10. Enforcement. Contractors shall be responsible for all damage resulting from their work. The City of 
Stuart may require improperly installed monuments to be removed and reinstalled at the contractor's 
expense and may suspend or revoke a contractor's privilege to work within the Cemetery for failure to 
comply with these Rules and Regulations. 

11. Authority of the City. The City of Stuart, the City Cemetery Liaison, and the Cemetery Committee 
shall have final authority regarding the interpretation, administration, inspection, and enforcement of 
these Monument Regulations. They may inspect any monument or cemetery-related work at any time, 
require corrections, stop work not in compliance with these Rules and Regulations, and determine 
whether any contractor or monument company may continue to perform work within the Municipal 
Cemetery. Their decisions regarding monument installation, workmanship, inspections, contractor 
approval, and compliance shall be final. 

REOPENING OF GRAVES AND DISINTERMENTS 

1. Permits and Authorization. No grave shall be reopened, and no casketed or cremated remains shall be 
disinterred or removed from the Municipal Cemetery without first obtaining all permits and 
authorizations required by the State of Iowa, including a valid Disinterment Permit issued by the 
appropriate state authority. The disinterment shall be arranged through a licensed Iowa funeral 
establishment. Copies of all required permits and authorizations shall be submitted to the City of Stuart 
and approved prior to scheduling the disinterment. 

2. Scheduling and Fees. Disinterment’s shall be scheduled through the City of Stuart and shall be 
performed Monday through Friday only. A minimum of three (3) business days' notice shall be 
provided before the scheduled disinterment. The current Disinterment Fee of One Thousand Eight 
Hundred Dollars ($1,800.00) shall be paid in full prior to the disinterment and shall be deposited into 
the City of Stuart Cemetery Account. 

3. Hours of Operation. Disinterment’s shall begin during normal Cemetery operating hours and should be 
completed no later than 3:00 P.M. If Cemetery personnel are required to work beyond normal working 
hours, the current overtime rate established by the City of Stuart shall be charged to the person or party 
requesting the disinterment. 

4. Reinterment Within the Cemetery. When remains are reinterred into another lot within the Municipal 
Cemetery, all current burial fees, opening and closing charges, flagging fees, and any other applicable 
Cemetery fees shall be paid in addition to the disinterment fee. 

5. Outer Burial Container Requirements. Any remains relocated into the Municipal Cemetery from 
another cemetery, or reinterred within the Cemetery, shall comply with all current Outer Burial 
Container and Burial Requirements contained in these Rules and Regulations. 

6. Court-Ordered Disinterment’s. An order of the District Court or other court of competent jurisdiction 
directing the disinterment of human remains shall constitute sufficient authority for the City of Stuart to 
permit the disinterment. Costs associated with court-ordered disinterment’s shall be assessed as provided 
by applicable law or court order. 

7. City Authority. The City of Stuart, the City Cemetery Liaison, and/or the Cemetery Committee reserve 
the right to be present during any disinterment and to supervise all work performed within the Cemetery. 
The City reserves the right to postpone or suspend any disinterment due to unsafe weather conditions, 
incomplete documentation, legal disputes, or any circumstance that may jeopardize the safety of 
Cemetery personnel or the integrity of the Cemetery. 

8. Responsibility and Liability. The City of Stuart, the City Cemetery Liaison, the Cemetery Committee, 
and Cemetery personnel shall not be responsible for delays caused by incomplete documentation, legal 
disputes, weather conditions, or circumstances beyond the City's control. Any additional costs resulting 
from such delays shall be the responsibility of the person or party requesting the disinterment 
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CONTRACTOR PROCEDURES  

 
 MOWING AND CEMETERY MAINTENANCE 

1. Responsibility. The mowing, trimming, and general maintenance of the Municipal Cemetery shall be 
performed under the direction of the City of Stuart, the City Cemetery Liaison, and the Cemetery 
Committee. 

2. Maintenance Schedule. Cemetery maintenance shall be performed as weather conditions, staffing, and 
operational needs permit. The City of Stuart does not guarantee a specific mowing or maintenance 
schedule. 

3. Obstructions to Maintenance. Flowers, decorations, memorial items, borders, edging, or any other 
object that interferes with mowing, trimming, burials, monument work, snow removal, or general 
cemetery maintenance may be removed by Cemetery personnel without prior notice in accordance with 
these Rules and Regulations. 

4. Damage During Maintenance. While reasonable care will be exercised during mowing and 
maintenance operations, the City of Stuart, the City Cemetery Liaison, the Cemetery Committee, and 
Cemetery personnel shall not be responsible for damage to or loss of flowers, decorations, temporary 
markers, vases, or other personal property left on or around gravesites. 

5. Questions and Complaints. Questions or concerns regarding mowing, trimming, or general cemetery 
maintenance should be directed to the City of Stuart or the City Cemetery Liaison. The City Cemetery 
Liaison and the Cemetery Committee shall have final authority regarding maintenance practices 
necessary to preserve the appearance, safety, and operation of the Municipal Cemetery. 

GRAVE OPENING AND CLOSING 
1. Responsibility. All grave opening and closing services within the Municipal Cemetery shall be arranged through 

and under the direction of the City of Stuart. Such work shall be supervised by the City Cemetery Liaison 
and/or the Cemetery Committee. 

2. Authorized Personnel. No family member, private individual, contractor, or other unauthorized person shall open 
or close a grave within the Municipal Cemetery. All grave opening and closing shall be performed only by 
personnel authorized by the City of Stuart. 

3. Scheduling. All grave opening and closing services shall be scheduled through the City of Stuart in accordance 
with these Rules and Regulations, including the required advance notice and payment of applicable fees. 

4. Inspection of Work. The City of Stuart, the City Cemetery Liaison, and/or the Cemetery Committee reserve 
the right to inspect and supervise all grave opening and closing operations to ensure compliance with Cemetery 
standards and to protect the safety, appearance, and integrity of the Cemetery. 

5. Questions and Complaints. Any questions or concerns regarding grave opening and closing operations should be 
directed to the City of Stuart or the City Cemetery Liaison. The City of Stuart, the City Cemetery Liaison, and 
the Cemetery Committee shall have final authority regarding all grave opening and closing operations within the 
Municipal Cemetery. 

  ALL CONTRACTORS 

1. Authorization Required. No contractor, company, organization, or individual shall enter or perform 
any work within the Municipal Cemetery without first obtaining written authorization from the City of 
Stuart. 

2. Bond, Insurance, and Permit Requirements. Before performing any work within the Cemetery, 
contractors shall: 

o Maintain the required Monument Contractor Bond on file with the City of Stuart. 
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o Provide proof of current general liability insurance in an amount acceptable to the City. 
o Pay the required Monument Marking Permit Fee of Sixty-Five Dollars ($65.00) for each 

monument, marker, or memorial on which work is to be performed. 
o Submit all required applications or service forms as required by the City of Stuart. 

These requirements apply to all work, including but not limited to new monument installations, 
resetting, leveling, cleaning, engraving, repairs, restoration, foundation work, military marker 
installation, and any work involving an existing monument or memorial. 

3. Movement of Monuments. No contractor shall move, remove, reset, level, repair, excavate around, or 
otherwise disturb any monument, marker, headstone, foundation, or memorial without prior written 
approval from the City of Stuart. 

4. Inspection of Work. The City of Stuart, the City Cemetery Liaison, and/or the Cemetery Committee 
reserve the right to inspect, monitor, and review any work being performed within the Cemetery before, 
during, and after completion. Contractors shall cooperate fully with all inspections and shall promptly 
correct any deficiencies identified by the City. 

5. Damage to Cemetery Property. Contractors shall be responsible for any damage caused to monuments, 
foundations, roads, sidewalks, utilities, landscaping, irrigation systems, turf, or any other Cemetery 
property. All repair or replacement costs shall be the responsibility of the contractor performing the 
work. 

6. Conduct Within the Cemetery. All contractors shall conduct themselves in a professional, respectful, 
and orderly manner at all times. Horseplay, abusive language, reckless operation of equipment, or any 
conduct deemed disrespectful to the Cemetery, its visitors, or those interred therein shall not be 
tolerated. 

7. Enforcement. The City of Stuart may suspend, revoke, or deny a contractor's privilege to perform work 
within the Municipal Cemetery for failure to comply with these Rules and Regulations, failure to 
maintain the required bond or insurance, failure to pay required fees, substandard workmanship, unsafe 
work practices, damage to Cemetery property, or inappropriate conduct. 

8. Authority of the City. The City of Stuart, the City Cemetery Liaison, and the Cemetery Committee 
shall have the authority to stop any work being performed that is not in compliance with these Rules and 
Regulations. They may inspect any work before, during, or after completion and require corrections 
when necessary. Their decisions regarding contractor approval, inspections, workmanship, safety, 
enforcement, and continued authorization to work within the Municipal Cemetery shall be final. 

9. Conflicts With Monument Regulations. If any provision of this section conflicts with the Monument 
Regulations contained within these Rules and Regulations, the more restrictive requirement shall 
govern. Nothing contained in this section shall be interpreted to reduce or eliminate any bond, 
insurance, permit, inspection, notification, or approval requirement otherwise applicable under the 
Monument Regulations. 

The Municipal Cemetery is a place of remembrance and final rest. All contractors, employees, volunteers, and 
visitors shall conduct themselves in a manner that preserves the dignity, beauty, safety, and reverence of the 
Cemetery at all times. 

 
 EFFECTIVE DATE, GRANDFATHER CLAUSE, ADMINISTRATION, AND ENFORCEMENT 

These Rules and Regulations shall become effective upon adoption by the Stuart City Council and shall 
remain in full force and effect until amended or repealed by the Stuart City Council. 
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1. Grandfather Clause 

Monuments, markers, foundations, military markers, granite boulders, footstones, cornerstones, and other 
permanent cemetery improvements lawfully installed prior to September 15, 2014, shall be considered 
grandfathered and shall not be required to comply with the monument construction and installation standards 
adopted after that date, unless otherwise expressly authorized in writing by the City of Stuart and/or the 
City Cemetery Liaison. 

However, if any grandfathered monument, marker, foundation, or memorial is removed for replacement, 
complete resetting, reconstruction, or foundation replacement, all work shall comply with the Cemetery Rules 
and Regulations in effect at the time the work is performed, unless otherwise expressly authorized in writing 
by the City of Stuart and/or the City Cemetery Liaison. 

For clarification, a monument that is merely leveled without removal from its existing foundation shall retain its 
grandfathered status. A monument that is completely removed from its original foundation for resetting, 
reconstruction, or foundation replacement shall be required to comply with all current monument installation 
standards, unless otherwise expressly authorized in writing by the City of Stuart and/or the City Cemetery 
Liaison. 

Nothing contained within this Grandfather Clause shall exempt any monument company, contractor, or 
individual from complying with current requirements for contractor approval, bonding, liability insurance, 
permits, inspections, notifications, or applicable fees when performing work within the Municipal Cemetery. 

All provisions relating to floral decorations, seasonal decorations, maintenance, contractor requirements, 
monument work, burials, disinterment’s, safety, and the general operation of the Cemetery shall apply to all 
lots, monuments, memorials, contractors, and visitors from the effective date of these Rules and Regulations, 
regardless of when the monument or memorial was originally installed. 

2. Administration and Enforcement 

The administration and enforcement of these Rules and Regulations shall be under the authority of the City of 
Stuart, acting through the City Cemetery Liaison and the Cemetery Committee. 

Questions involving lot ownership, transfers, purchases, fees, permits, records, or other administrative matters 
shall be directed to the City of Stuart and administered in accordance with these Rules and Regulations. 

Questions involving monument installation, contractor approval, grave opening and closing, burials, 
disinterment, maintenance, Cemetery operations, burial vault compliance, inspections, safety, and the physical 
condition of Cemetery property shall be administered by the City of Stuart, the City Cemetery Liaison, and/or 
the Cemetery Committee. 

The City of Stuart, the City Cemetery Liaison, and/or the Cemetery Committee reserve the right to interpret 
and administer these Rules and Regulations and may authorize reasonable exceptions when, in their judgment, 
doing so is in the best interest of the Cemetery, the lot owner, or the preservation of existing monuments. 

3. Complaints and Appeals 

Any person wishing to file a complaint concerning the operation of the Municipal Cemetery shall submit the 
complaint to the City of Stuart for review by the City Cemetery Liaison and/or the Cemetery Committee. 
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The City Cemetery Liaison and/or the Cemetery Committee shall investigate the matter and may issue a 
decision or recommendation consistent with these Rules and Regulations. 

If the matter cannot be resolved administratively, or if further review is deemed necessary, it may be referred to 
the Stuart City Council for final determination. No person shall go directly to the council meeting without 
consulting with the appointed cemeteryliaison and/or cemetery committee. 

4. Final Authority 

The Stuart City Council shall retain final authority regarding the adoption, amendment, interpretation, or 
repeal of these Rules and Regulations. 

Nothing contained herein shall prevent the City of Stuart, the City Cemetery Liaison, or the Cemetery 
Committee from taking immediate action necessary to protect the safety, appearance, operation, or integrity of 
the Municipal Cemetery pending final review by the Stuart City Council. 

If any provision of these Rules and Regulations is determined to be invalid or unenforceable by a court of 
competent jurisdiction, such determination shall not affect the validity or enforceability of the remaining 
provisions, which shall continue in full force and effect.   

CEMETERY ADMINISTRATION AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT OF CEMETERY RULES AND 
REGULATIONS 

Cemetery Administration 

The City of Stuart Municipal Cemeteries are owned and operated by the City of Stuart and administered 
under the direction of the Stuart City Council, the City Cemetery Liaison, and the Cemetery Committee. 

Questions regarding cemetery operations, lot ownership, lot transfers, burials, disinterment’s, monument 
installations, contractor requirements, maintenance, or these Rules and Regulations should be directed to: 

 

City of Stuart 

115 E. Front Street 
Stuart, Iowa 50250 

City Hall Phone: (515) 523-1455 

City Cemetery Liaison 

Michael Johnson 
City Cemetery Liaison 

Cemetery Phone: (515) 523-1455 

City Clerck Sarah Stouffer - Email: stuart5@coonvalleytelco.com 

mailto:stuart5@coonvalleytelco.com
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Cemetery Committee 

Questions, concerns, or complaints regarding cemetery operations may also be directed to the City Cemetery 
Liaison and/or the Cemetery Committee by calling (515) 523-1200. 

The City of Stuart, acting through the City Cemetery Liaison and the Cemetery Committee, is responsible 
for the day-to-day administration, interpretation, and enforcement of these Rules and Regulations. 

The Stuart City Council retains final authority regarding the adoption, amendment, interpretation, and repeal 
of these Rules and Regulations. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT OF CEMETERY RULES AND REGULATIONS 

I hereby acknowledge that I have received a copy of the City of Stuart Municipal Cemetery Rules and 
Regulations on the date indicated below. 

I further acknowledge that I have read, or have been given the opportunity to read, these Rules and Regulations 
and understand that they govern the purchase, ownership, transfer, care, use, maintenance, monument 
installation, burials, disinterment’s, and all other activities within the City of Stuart Municipal Cemeteries. 

I understand and agree that compliance with these Rules and Regulations is a condition of purchasing cemetery 
property, authorizing burials or disinterment’s, installing or altering monuments, or performing any work within 
the Municipal Cemetery. 

I further acknowledge that these Rules and Regulations are binding upon me, my heirs, successors, assigns, 
contractors, representatives, and any other person acting on my behalf with respect to my cemetery lot, 
monument, memorial, or any work performed within the Municipal Cemetery. 

I understand that these Rules and Regulations may be amended from time to time by action of the Stuart City 
Council and administered by the City of Stuart, the City Cemetery Liaison, and/or the Cemetery 
Committee. I agree to comply with all current and future Rules and Regulations governing the Municipal 
Cemetery. 

I further understand that failure to comply with these Rules and Regulations may result in the denial or 
postponement of Cemetery services, removal of unauthorized decorations or improvements, suspension or 
revocation of contractor privileges, assessment of repair or replacement costs, or any other action authorized 
under these Rules and Regulations. 

If I have any questions regarding these Rules and Regulations or the operation of the Municipal Cemetery, I 
understand that I may contact the City of Stuart, the City Cemetery Liaison, or the Cemetery Committee by 
calling City Clerck at (515) 523-1455 or City Cemetery Liaison/Cemetery Committee at (515) 523-1200. 

 

 



25  
  

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

I certify that I have received a copy of the City of Stuart Municipal Cemetery Rules and Regulations, have 
been provided the opportunity to review them, and agree to comply with all applicable provisions. 

Date Received: ______________________ 

Purchaser / Lot Owner 

Printed Name: _________________________________________________ 

Signature: ______________________________________ Date: __________________ 

 

City of Stuart 

City Clerck and/or Mayor: ______________________________________ 

Title: _________________________________________________________ 

Signature: ______________________________________ Date: __________________ 

 

Office Use Only 

☐ Copy of Rules and Regulations Provided 

☐ Cemetery Lot Information Verified 

☐ Receipt Entered into Cemetery Records 

☐ Purchaser File Updated 

☐ Additional Documents Provided (if applicable): ____________________________ 

 

Certification 

By signing this acknowledgment, the undersigned affirms that they have received these Rules and Regulations and understand that 
they are incorporated by reference into the purchase, ownership, transfer, use, maintenance, and administration of all cemetery lots and 
services provided by the City of Stuart Municipal Cemeteries. 

The undersigned further acknowledges that these Rules and Regulations shall remain binding upon the purchaser, the purchaser's 
heirs, successors, assigns, contractors, and representatives unless amended by the Stuart City Council, and shall be administered and 
enforced by the City of Stuart, the City Cemetery Liaison, and/or the Cemetery Committee. 



26  
  

CITY OF STUART MUNICIPAL CEMETERIES 
NORTH OAK GROVE CEMETERY • SOUTH OAK GROVE CEMETERY 

QUICK REFERENCE FEE GUIDE 
Effective June 16, 2026 

 
CEMETERY LOT PURCHASES 
Description Fee 
Resident Cemetery Space $500.00 
Non-Resident Cemetery Space $600.00 

 
BURIAL & INTERMENT FEES 
Description Fee 
Grave Flagging / Marking Fee $65.00 
Weekday Full Vaulted Burial $950.00 
Weekday Urn Vault Burial $850.00 
Saturday Full Vaulted Burial $1,450.00 
Saturday Urn Vault Burial $1,350.00 
Sunday/Holiday Full Burial* $2,000.00 
Sunday/Holiday Urn Burial* $1,850.00 
Second Interment Right $200.00 
Winter Surcharge (Dec. 1 – Mar. 1) $200.00 
Disinterment $1,800.00 
*Written approval required. 

 
MONUMENT REQUIREMENTS 
Requirement  

Monument Marking Permit (Per Monument) $65.00 
Contractor Bond (One-Time Refundable Bond) $1,000.00 
Proof of Liability Insurance Required 
Monument Service Form Required 
Three (3) Business Days Notice Required 
City Approval Before Work Begins Required 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
City of Stuart 

Phone: (515) 523-1455 
City Cemetery Liaison / Cemetery Committee 

Michael Johnson 
Phone: (515) 523-1200 
Email: johnsonfamilycares@gmail.com 

 
 
NOTICE: This guide contains the most common cemetery fees and requirements. All fees are subject to change by 

resolution of the Stuart City Council. For complete rules and regulations, contact the City of Stuart, the City Cemetery 
Liaison, or the Cemetery Committee before scheduling services or performing work within the Municipal Cemetery. 
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