


np



City of Stuart, Iowa Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting Minutes
8/6/2025 at 4:30 pm in the City Council Chambers

Present: Angie Capps, Kevin Guisinger, Aaron Keller, Rae Dean Martin,
Alpha Mendelson

Call to Order: Angie Capps called the meeting to order at 4:30 pm.
All members were present. Alpha Mendelson read the minutes of the
previous meeting and the minutes were unanimously approved.

Visitors at the meeting included Alecia Hanner, Matt Funk and Council
member Craig Russell who was with us via phone.

Alecia Hanner spoke before the Commission regarding the new liquor
and beer sales being built next to her day care center. She has some
concerns with the opening of this business and is hoping to get a city
ordinance stating that no alcohol would be sold in the City of Stuart
within a certain distance from her Day Care Center. She mentioned that
she was thinking about a distance of 75 feet but did give examples of
other cities which have a greater distance in their ordinance.

A discussion and questions ensued from the members of the
Commission. Alpha Mendelson raised concerns regarding the new
business and whether, since so much money has been put into that
business already, there could be lawsuit filed against the city if that
ordinance was approved. Council member, Craig Russell mentioned (by
phone) that he had already expressed this concern and that the City
Council would need to work with their attorney regarding this question.

Alecia did inform the Commission that it was her understanding that the
new business would be requesting a Class C Liquor License which
means that any alcohol purchases would be (could be) taken from the



store side into the golf simulator side and consumed right in that
location. Several on the Commission stated that there is already an
existing law saying that smoking is prohibited in public streets near a
day care center and open containers are not allowed on city streets so
that should not be a concern to the Day Care Center anymore than
walking past other establishments who sell beer, wine, liquor and
tobacco products in the downtown business area.

There WAS a concern that P & Z had not been given full disclosure
regarding the Class C Liquor License when the company came before us
to discuss the painting of the building.

Alecia also stated that she would like to set a precedent with this
ordinance to discourage any other business coming in with a dispensary.

Matt Funk added that the people he had talked to about this were in
agreement with an ordinance like this. Other commission members had
talked to many who were not in favor especially since the company had
already incurred such a large expense in the purchase of the building and
preparing it for opening in our community. The loss of the tax revenue
which would come into the city from this business if this ordinance was
allowed was addressed as well.

After much discussion, Chairperson Angie made a motion and Aaron
Keller seconded it saying that Planning and Zoning sees no concerns
with zoning matters and we support Alicia’s continued conversation with
the city council especially in regard to the legal issues which could effect
the city negatively. All members of Planning and Zoning agreed with
the motion.

Respectfully submitted,
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