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President Nate Westre called the meeting to order at 12:06 PM on May 4, 2016 at Country Kitchen.  Twelve members 

were present.  

 

A motion by Audrey Wells to approve the minutes that were emailed prior to the meeting.  Kristy Lonsdale seconded; 

motion carried.    

 

No Treasurer’s Report ǁas preseŶted. 
 

No guests were present. 

 

 

Committee Updates:  

Beautification: 

 PlaŶters ǁithiŶ the CitǇ’s Infrastructure Project footprint have been removed. The rest have been planted. Two 

planters were moved to City Hall, but will not be maintained by the Chamber this year. There was some 

discussion about updating the planers in the future, as some are beginning to crack from years of use. The 

painted egg, currently in storage, but previously on display in the park was also discussed with the possibility of 

placing it near City Hall. 

Good Egg Days:  

 Planning for the event is underway and the schedule is nearly finalized. The next meeting will be May 16th at Los 

Altos. New this year: a map of activities, and outhouse races. 

Membership/Business Promotion/Special Events:  

 Lynsi informed those present that May 1-7 is National Small Business Week and National Travel & Tourism 

Week. 

 Carǀer’s Ridge ǁill ďe featured oŶ IPTV’s Ŷeǁ shoǁ, Iowa Entrepreneur, on May 15 & 24. 

 Farŵers’ Markets ďegiŶ oŶ MaǇ 18th
 and will be every Wednesday, 4:30-6:30pm, through October 19

th
. Chamber 

members are encouraged to sign up for at least one afternoon (out of 23) to represent the Chamber as well as 

promote their business or organization either by selling items, handing out coupons, or providing a promotional 

giveaway. To sign up, contact Lynsi (515)314-8445 of email stuartchamber@aol.com.  

Marketing/Promotions:  

 Nate Westre reported that the committee awaits grant funding before moving forward with the new website. 

Lynsi Pasutti added that several bids from web designers have come in, but are significantly higher than 

expected. Audrey Wells suggest that Mike Tiernan be contacted as a local option.   

 

Old Business:  

 Nate Westre reported that a grant application for Hotel/Motel Tax has been submitted. Funding will be decided 

oǀer the Ŷeǆt ŵoŶth, ďut folloǁs the CitǇ’s fisĐal Ǉear, so the positioŶ, if aǁarded, ǁould Ŷot ďegiŶ uŶtil after 
July 1

st
.  The funds would be used to pay for a part-time person for the Stuart Chamber to help with current 

duties and also increase what the Stuart Chamber is able to provide for the community and members.   

 

New Business:   

 None.    

 

Business Updates: 

 The Stuart Herald prepares for its busy advertising season with its many summer inserts and special sections: 

Senior Living, Lawn & Garden, Graduation (76 seniors sponsored this year), Good Egg Days and other city 

celebrations, as well as county fairs. 
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 The Adair CouŶtǇ Health “Ǉsteŵ’s FoŶtaŶelle CliŶiĐ ǁill ďe ĐlosiŶg, effeĐtiǀe JuŶe 1st. The Hospital’s opeŶ house 
was a success with 175 attendees. 

 True Value is adjusting to having customers use the back door as the main entrance due to the street project, 

but encourage all to take advantage of late spring and early summer specials. 

 Country Kitchen recently completed a renovation with new carpet, paint, tables and chairs. 

 Guthrie CouŶtǇ Hospital’s WellŶess Fair ǁas a suĐĐess. 
 Turtle Star Studio is now open on Thursdays, 6-8pm, with a variety of artwork for sale.  

 Carǀer’s Ridge ǁill host “priŶg FliŶg Ladies Night ϰ-8pm on Thursday, May 5
th

. 

 RuďǇ’s Puď ĐoŶtiŶues to host liǀe ŵusiĐ regularlǇ. Despite a Ŷuŵďer of oďstaĐles, the kitchen project continues. 

 The “tuart LiďrarǇ is lookiŶg to host a ďook group oŶ ͞1ϯ WaǇs to Kill Your CoŵŵuŶitǇ,͟ ǁhiĐh ǁill ďe disĐussed 
online June 23

rd
. 

 The Guthrie County Arts Council will host its 5
th

 Annual Art in the Village on Saturday, June 11
th

 at the Guthrie 

County Historical Village in Panora. 

 A new community group called Walky Talkies has formed, meeting at the park on Monday and Wednesday 

evenings, 6pm and 6:30pm, to socialize while walking around town. 

 

 

Community Reports: 

City of Stuart: 

 The Downtown Infrastructure Project has begun; N Division Street is closed north of the Front Street 

intersection and just past the N 2
nd

 Street intersection. The closure is expected through June. 

SEED Update:  

 Wambold Addition continues to develop steadily. A press release with updates will be submitted soon. 

Midwest Partnership:  

 The Golf Outing will be June 30
th

; teams are forming now. 

White Pole Road:  

 The Marathon Sale will be Saturday, June 4
th

. Those participating are encouraged to submit ads. 

 New poles along the WPR will be painted this spring. 

Lions Club:  

 The bicycle safety course has been rescheduled for Saturday, May 7
th

.  

 The Stuart Lions plan on having a stand at Good Egg Days and Scoop the Loop. 

Community Visioning:  

 Preliminary results of the Transportation Assets & Barriers Focus Group have been posted online: 

www.communityvisioning.org. In-depth results will be presented at the next committee meeting on May 11
th

; 

projects will be selected soon. 

First Friday Forum: 

 A group of ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ ŵeŵďers haǀe ďeguŶ ŵeetiŶg at RuďǇ’s Puď oŶ the first FridaǇ of the ŵoŶth. This is aŶ 
informal and casual community meet-up for networking and sharing ideas, 5-8pm (come-and-go). All are 

welcome to attend.  

 

Next meeting will be on Wednesday, June 1st @ 12PM, location TBA.  

Meeting adjourned at 1:10 PM  

 

If your business would like to host a Stuart Chamber meeting please let us know. Email the stuartchamber@aol.com if 

you have any announcements that you would like to have sent out to the Chamber group. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Lynsi Pasutti, Secretary 

Stuart Chamber of Commerce 
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